UPCOMING
EVENTS

Tuesday February
5— Junior Literacy
Night, 7:00-8:00 pm

Thursday February

7 and Friday Febru-
ary 22—Ski Day for
Grades 7 and 8

Monday February

I | —Concert Band
Festival at Le Parc,
7:30 pm

Monday February
|8—Family Day,
No School

Tuesday February
19—School Coun-
cil Meeting @
7:30pm in the li-
brary

Thursday February
21— Graduation
Photos for Grade
8s

Wednesday Febru-
ary 27-Friday Feb-
ruary 29—Grades
7 and 8 Music Re-

treat

Unionville Public School

Principal: Dr. Debbie Donsky
Trustee: E. Richardson 905.940.9818

Vice Principal: Ms. Carol Takagi

Superintendent: R. Lambert 905.940.7800

A Warm Welcome and a Look Forward

This month has felt like a whirl-
wind. The warm welcome from
the community is appreciated
as well as the input from school
council and the many parents
who have emailed, called or
visited in the school. There
have been several issues that
have come up during the month
of January and often the infor-
mation is preceded by an apol-
ogy for the conversation about
to happen. It is so important to
us that parents come with their
concerns and that we solve
them together. Often, parents
have a different perspective on
the issues that arise and your
feedback is welcome in order
to provide the safe and suppor-
tive learning environment for
our students and your children.

It is hard to believe but already,
at the schools, we are putting
together cur organizations for
next fall. There will continue to
be both combined and single-
grade classrooms. There are
benefits to both types of class-
rooms. When working with
differentiated instruction, the
teachers are looking at the stu-
dents in the room and meeting
the needs of all students. |
know in the last newsletter you
liked my Max and Rachel sto-
ries so here goes another

one...

This year, Rachel, my seven-
year-old, was entering second
grade. The school model at my
children’s school included a
grade |/2 classroom, a grade 2
classroom as well as a 2/3 class-
room. They do not encourage
requests for placements but |
made one knowing that it
would make the principal’s life
easier (isn’t that considerate?)
because | requested that Rachel
go into the 1/2 classroom.

Many parents believe that put-
ting their child in the higher of
the two grades in a combined
classroom will slow their pro-
gress as the other younger chil-
dren will bring down the stan-
dards in the classroom. This is
simply just not the case! In Ra-
chel’s case, she is a strong stu-
dent but often doubts her own
intelligence and ability. | knew,
as her mother, and as an educa-
tor, that the benefits to her
growth would come from being
a role model and leader in the
classroom. This experience
would constantly serve as a
reminder of how far she had
come since early grade | and
would continue to help her
grow as she honed her skills by
supporting those younger than
her.

This year has been very suc-
cessful for her and | am so
pleased with the decision to
place her in the combined
grade.

There are so many reasons why
we might think our children will
succeed in one environment
over another and these consid-
erations are made when we
place your children in the vari-
ous classrooms.

When we think about our own
learning and working environ-
ments consider how much
more effective they are when
there are diverse teams with
multiple perspectives! Com-
bined grades offer so many
opportunities and |, as a
mother, will continue to re-
quest them for my own chil-
dren.

For more information on com-
bined grades, please visit the
Ministry of Education website
at www.edu.gov.on.ca and do a
search on “Combined Grades”.

( Ortasio
HOW CAN | HELF MY
CHILD SUCEEDT

AN INTRODUCTIONTD
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4 Men, 4 Mics and No Instruments

As part of our Arts Package, the in-
termediate division was entertained
by Cadence, an a cappella group.
Using an interactive and highly enter-
taining approach, our students were
introduced to a form of music that

uses no instruments except the

sounds produced by the singers
themselves. After the performance
was over, students could be heard
practicing the sounds for the various

instruments.

Our next Arts performances will be

on February 4 and 7 for the Junior

Lunchtime Assistants Needed

Unionville Public School is in need of
a Lunchtime Assistants to help with
the supervision of students during the
lunchtime period of 12:50—1:50 pm.
We also require several people will-
ing to be on the supply list when as-
sistants are not able to attend for
their shift.

The assistant works with a team of
others, circulating around the school
yard and hallway to ensure the safety
and supervision of the students at

our school.

If you are interested in this position,
please call the school at 905 477-
1824 and speak to either Dr. Don-
sky or Ms. Takagi.

This is a
wonderful
opportu-
nity to
support
the school
and wel-

come all

applicants.

Paw Prints

The fo-

cus will be on history and First Na-

and Intermediate divisions.

tions People performed through two
separate dramatic presentations by
Mr. David Morris and Mr. Jim Well-
heiser.

Thanks to Glen

We are very grateful for the supervi-
sion that Glen has offered to the stu-
dents of Unionville as our crossing

guard.

We continue to seek people inter-
ested in working as a crossing guard
not only at the corner of Bridal Walk
and Main Street but also Bridal Walk
and Kennedy Road.

If you are interested or know of
someone who may be, please contact

the school or the Town of Markham.

ECO TEAM treads lightly on UPS to reduce our footprint

Our Eco Team of students have been
busy conducting both waste and energy
audits throughout the school. This in-
volves observing the garbage and recy-
cling bins around the school, measuring

the amount and type of items in both.

For the energy portion of the audit, stu-
dents are circulating throughout the
school to determine how wasteful we are
being in terming of energy consumption.

For example, if they enter a room, where

no one is present, lights are turned off.
Reminders have been placed on light
switches and computers to turn them off

when not needed.

An analysis of the audit determines next

steps for the focus of our eco team at
UPS.

The ecoteam is currently preparing a
PowerPoint presentation to be shared at

the Primary, Junior and Intermediate

sharing assemblies, revealing what all of
us need to do to tread lighter on our

planet.
Did you know?

“A lunch packed with reusable items is typi-
cally 45% less expensive and contains 89%
less waste than a lunch packed with single-

use items.”

Ontario EcoSchools: Waste Minimization
Guide
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Literacy Corner...

Unionville Public School teachers are com-
mitted to improving the reading skills of all
our students. Reading comprehension can
be improved by: teaching students to as-
sess their own comprehension, and by
improving metacognition. Metacogni-
tion is the conscious awareness of strate-
gies being used while reading. Skilled
readers don't just read, they interact with
the text. Reading is the process of con-
structing meaning from a written text.
Effective early reading instruction enables
all children to become fluent readers who
comprehend what they are reading, can
apply and communicate their knowledge
and skills in new contexts, and have a
strong motivation to read. Here are some
strategies that students need to keep in

mind:

e Good readers read daily and read a
variety of texts. They do not keep
choosing the same types of material to

read.

e Good readers determine how much
they know about the subject before
they read. They know if this is some-
thing they are interested in or not in-

terested in.

¢ Good readers take chances and
relate their own experience to the
text. They do this by using what they
know about the world, what they have
read before and what they already
know about themselves to relate to
the words on the page and to make

meaning.

e Good readers figure out what the
difficult words mean, by looking for
whole meanings instead of just looking
at individual letters or words. They are
able to make inferences; by using sen-

tences before and after, or paragraphs

before and after to draw conclusions

about what they are reading.

Good readers guess at words they
are not sure of. Sometimes they have
to skip words and then go back and say
the sentence again. Or sometimes by
the time they finish the paragraph they
have already understood what the

skipped word meant.

Good readers instinctively know
how to adjust their reading rate and
vary it to match purpose and difficulty.
They know when they are stumbling
and will stop and restart. They re-read

to make sure they are on the right

track.

Good readers are active readers who
think about what they are reading and
use their reading experiences for sup-
port. They bring their own knowledge
of the world to the material they are

reading.

Good readers ask themselves ques-
tions as they go along. They may use
sticky notes to mark the places they
were wondering about. They know
when their mind begins to wander and

are able to get back on track.

Good readers create mental pic-
tures as they read descriptive pas-
sages. They visualize and create mental

pictures as they read.

Good readers expect the material to
get easier and read on, using the con-
text to make sense or help them make

meaning of what they read.

Good readers know how to use pic-
tures, graphs, marginal notes, bold
words, titles and other text supports
on the page to figure out the meaning

of the difficult or long passages they

are trying to read.

e Good readers try not to read too
slowly and are able to change their
approaches for special materials de-
pending on the purpose of their read-
ing. They understand that they read
the newspaper differently than a non-

fiction selection.

e Good readers know reading for
meaning is a process that requires
active participation from the reader-
whether when reading for pleasure, to
complete an assignment, or to find

they may have.

e Good readers recognize when what
they read is difficult; they identify parts
of the text that confuse them. They

use I'M Stuck-fix-up strategies

such as rereading, changing their read-
ing rate, or go for a dictionary. They
work to correct the difficulty. They
don't just give up.

e Good readers know if they liked
what they have just read, why or
why not it appealed to them, and
whether or not they would recom-

mend it to anyone else.

e Good readers use story details to

support their opinion.

e Good readers use Comprehension

Strategies to draw conclusions, ana-
lyze, synthesize, and to compare and
contrast. They may use strategies such
as predicting, summarizing, questioning
the text, and questioning author's pur-
pose in order to make sense of what

they read.

Based on When Kids Can't Read What
Teachers Can Do by Kyleen Beers [p.34-35]
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Did you know? A Look at the Data...

Last year only 21% of our grade
three students and only 1% of our
grade six students said that they
read with someone older than them

at home on a regular basis.

Reading with and to our children is one

of the greatest gifts we can give to them.
It shows them not only what good read-
ers do, but why reading can be so enjoy-

able.

Each night, pick a book or a poem that
you love and invite your child to do the

same.

With your older children, read a book
with them by taking turns reading aloud
to each other or by reading your own

copy of the book and talking about it.

So often we hear parents tell us that they

ask their kids what they did at school

that day and the response is the infa-
mous, “nothing...”. If you read with your
child and take the time to talk about
what they have read, you will know what

your child is doing at school.
Other ideas that may be helpful are:

e Hold book exchange parties. Invite
your friends and your children’s
classmates over to exchange previ-

ously read books.

e Check out the used books on Ama-
zon! You can get gently used books
for $1.00 and develop an amazing
collection. Just recently, | ordered a
copy of Etan Thomas’s (of the
Washington Wizards) book of po-
etry, More Than an Athlete, from
Amazon for $5.00 and it was a signed

copy!

e Share your favourite book with your

child! | have an old copy of Super
Pickle, a pop-up book from the 1970s
that my father used to read to me
when | was a little girl. My name is
signed in it with my 7 year old hand-
writing. It is falling apart but each
time | read it to my kids, | think of
the amazing memories | have of my
father reading to me as a child...He
still has at least three books on him

at any one time!

We are all so intent on giving everything
we can to our children when all they

really want is a moment to sit down and
be with the people who love them most.

Taking that time with a book in hand can
be a memory that lasts a life time and

then some!



